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Discussion Questions 
For 

By Way of the Wilderness 
 
 
 
1.  Aunt Crete told Wayne, “To find fault with what God lets come to you is to rebel 
against him.” What do you think she meant by that? Do you agree with Aunt Crete’s 
philosophy? 
 
2. Do you think Wayne’s father behaved appropriately when he brought his new wife 
home to meet Wayne? What could Mr. Pierson have done differently to make the 
introduction go more smoothly? Do you think Mr. Pierson’s expectations for Wayne’s 
behavior were reasonable? Explain why you think so. 
 
3. Hoping to save his father’s reputation, Wayne took steps to keep Leon from being 
expelled from college. Did Wayne do the right thing by covering up Leon’s disgraceful 
actions, or should he have allowed Leon to receive the punishment he deserved? Why do 
you think so?  
 
4. After Mr. Pierson ordered Wayne out of his sight, Wayne left not just his home, but his 
entire town and traveled a thousand miles away. He later realized that by running away, he 
had behaved foolishly and recklessly. How sympathetic were you to Wayne’s life and the 
decisions he made? If you were in Wayne’s position, how would you have reacted to your 
father’s anger? 
 
5. The author described Wayne as sensitive; yet he seemed to have difficulty throughout 
the story communicating his feelings and thoughts to others. How many of Wayne’s 
troubles in life do you think could have been avoided if he had been more honest and open 
in his communications? In today’s world, with so many different venues for 
communication (phone, email, social media, text messaging and others), do you think it is 
easier or harder to tell the people we love what we are thinking or feeling? Explain why 
you think so. 
 
6. When Wayne discovered that Sarah Jane and the entire town of Hardin believed that he 
was courting Sarah Jane, he did nothing to refute the rumor. Do you think Wayne treated 
Sarah Jane fairly? Was he right or wrong to go forward with their engagement, given the 
fact that he did so only out of duty and not because of affection for Sarah Jane?  
 
7. Although he knew himself to be engaged to Sarah Jane, Wayne allowed his relationship 
with Enid to blossom. Why do you think he avoided telling Enid about his engagement to 
Sarah Jane? What did his actions tell you about his character? 
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8. Wayne’s answer to trouble was to leave, often at the expense of causing worry and stress 
to the people who love him most. In what ways could Wayne’s life have been different if 
only he had stayed and confronted his problems in an honest, plain-spoken manner? Do 
you find it difficult in your own life to speak frankly with the people you love? What is the 
best way to do so?   
 
9. At a time when he was most desperate and his life was threatened, Wayne finally turned 
to God. Do you think we turn to God more readily when times are difficult? Do you think 
the pledges we make to God when we’re in trouble will last? Explain why you think so. 
 
10. Wayne’s relationship with God was marred by the fact that he had not forgiven his 
step-mother or Leon. Do you think a Christian who harbors resentment or distrust in his 
heart can have a close walk with God? Why or why not? Is there any emotion or secret that 
you tend to hold back from God? 
  
11. Aunt Crete was the anchor in Wayne’s life, his trusted port in the storm. Was there 
anyone in your past who you trusted to love you, no matter what? Is there anyone in your 
life now for whom you can be an anchor and trusted friend?  
 
12. With which character did you identify the most? Why did you find that character 
interesting? Would he or she be someone you would like to have as a friend in your own 
life? 
 
 
Add your own questions here: 
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