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Discussion Questions 

for 

The Browns at Mount Hermon 
 
 
These questions are designed to enhance your discussion about The Browns at Mount 
Hermon by Isabella Alden. 
 
 
1. Mary Brown believed people treated her differently because she was wealthy. As a 

result, she mistrusted others and felt isolated. Do you agree that wealthy people are 
often treated differently than less wealthy individuals? What do you think was the 
true reason for Mary’s feelings of loneliness and isolation? 

 
2. Mary was charmed by the little six-room cottage she inherited from Nurse Borland 

and immediately imagined herself living in it. Have you ever had a similar 
experience, where you felt drawn to a place the first time you visited it?  

 
3. Mary wanted a new life and decided to run to Mount Hermon, where she would be 

a stranger and could begin anew. Have you ever experienced a similar desire? If 
you could run away to anywhere in the world and begin a new life, where would 
you go? 

 
4. When Mary arrived at Mount Hermon to work in Mrs. Roberts’ boarding house, 

she made a conscious decision to hide her real identity. While she used her real 
name and revealed a few truths about herself to Mrs. Roberts, do you think Mary 
acted dishonestly? Was she wrong to conceal her true identity from everyone at the 
camp? Do you think that failing to tell the truth is the same as lying? Why do you 
think so? 

 
5. Kendall Browning’s life changed almost overnight. One day he was planning 

mischief with his friends and the next day he was sharing the story of his salvation 
with the congregation. What surprised you most about Kendall’s  transformation? 

 
6.  Which character did you find most interesting? Why?  
 
7.  Which character do you think was most pivotal to the story? Why did you choose 

that character? 
 
8.  Like Mary, John Brown Carpenter arrived at Mount Hermon by accident, but 

stayed so he wouldn’t have to deal with issues in his “real” life. And, like Mary, he 
allowed the people of Mount Hermon to perpetuate untruths about his real identity. 
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Do you think John was wrong when he didn’t correct Jonas Brown’s assumption 
that he was “John Brown, carpenter”? Why do you think so? 

 
9. Both Mary and John Brown Carpenter waited until after they were engaged to 

reveal to each other their true identities. At what time do you think they should 
have shared that information? How would you react if you discovered the person 
you loved and intended to marry had a different background than you believed?  

 
10. Throughout the book, Mary plans different ways to use her wealth to benefit others, 

from installing Mary Jane and John Jackson in the cottage, to paying off Mrs. 
Roberts’ mortgage and buying clothes for Ailene. Do you think Mary was right to 
spend her money in that way? If you had unlimited wealth, how much of it would 
you earmark to spend on behalf of others? 

 
 


